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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF NEVADA
	Investigation and rulemaking and request for comments and proposed regulations regarding renewable energy zones, transmission plans, renewable developer commitments and other related utility matters in accordance with Assembly Bill 387
	)

)

)

)

)

)
	DOCKET NO. 09-07011


Reply Comments of the Nevada Large-Scale Solar Association (“LSA”)
The Nevada Large-Scale Solar Association (“LSA”) respectfully submits its reply comments in response to the Notice of Investigation and Rule Making and Request for Comments (“Notice”) issued by the Public Service Commission of Nevada (“Commission”) on August 24, 2009.

These Reply Comments specifically address the comments regarding the delineation of renewable energy zones.

LSA notes that the comments provided to the Commission last week can be divided into two categories.   The majority of commenters indicated that identification of renewable energy zones should be done in a manner that promotes flexibility of development of renewable energy resources and transmission and that the Governor’s Reports by the Renewable Energy Transmission Access Advisory Committee (“RETAAC”) should be used as a starting - rather than end - point.  

The Regulatory Operations Staff, on the other hand, commented that the zones identified in the RETAAC Phase II report were sufficient.  LSA appreciates the work done by the RETAAC and supports the renewable energy zone identification process  undertaken by both RETAAC and the Western Governors’ Association (“WGA”).  However, given the importance of transmission to the development of renewable resources, LSA reiterates that the renewable energy zones should be as broad as possible in order to provide maximum flexibility with respect to the siting of potential renewable energy development projects in relationship to both existing and future transmission projects.  

Establishing renewable energy zones that are as broad as feasible - consistent with environmental and economic considerations - would fulfill the Legislature’s intent to encourage the development of renewable resources by providing renewable developers with increased flexibility in siting potential developments.  LSA’s membership is comprised of developers of renewable resources who have previously dealt with the numerious issues encountered in land acquisitions and transmission access for siting potential projects.  Consistent with its experience that flexibility is necessary for renewable resource development, as recognized by the majority of comments on this docket, LSA reiterates that the zones and hubs identified by the RETAAC and the WGA, respectively, should be read as a starting point to provide maximum flexibility to developers of renewable resources.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 16th day of September, 2009.
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Attorneys for Large-Scale Solar Association
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