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The Large-scale Solar Association (“LSA”) is pleased to submit these comments offering support for the CAISO’s proposed tariff amendments to the Generator Interconnection Process Reform (“GIPR”).   

LSA represents ten of the nation’s largest developers and providers of utility-scale solar generating resources. Collectively, LSA’s members have contracted to provide over 5 gigawatts (“GW”) of clean, sustainable solar power under contract to California’s load-serving entities (“LSEs”).  Its members develop, own and operate various types of utility-scale solar technologies, including photovoltaic and solar thermal system designs.  LSA, and its individual member companies, are leaders in the renewable energy industry, advancing solar generation technologies and advocating competitive market structures that facilitate significant integration of renewable energy throughout the western United States.  LSA actively represents the interests of utility-scale solar development in California, Arizona, and Nevada, and also works to shape regional and federal policies that affect solar development.

California’s renewable energy and greenhouse goals are dependent on the development of an effective Large Generator Interconnection Procedure (“LGIP”).   The transition cluster Phase 1 estimates for costs of reliability and deliverability upgrades are far beyond what parties expected when the current interconnection process was established.   These cost estimates are unrealistic and the CAISO’s proposal to adjust the LGIP is well-timed.  The current financial security rules will prohibit even the most viable projects from acquiring financing for interconnection.  Many projects that would otherwise ensure attainment of the State’s renewable and greenhouse goals may be forced to withdraw their interconnection requests absent the CAISO’s proposed tariff amendments.  If the reforms proposed here are not promptly approved, California’s renewable and greenhouse gas policies will be significantly delayed.  
The CAISO’s proposed tariff amendments would require sufficient financial security for projects to demonstrate viability and commitment to coming online, and also avoid exorbitant financial security rules that threaten viable projects.  For these reasons, LSA strongly supports the expedited approval of the CAISO’s proposed tariff amendments.  
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